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Dragonwings Unit 2 Lesson 5
Dragonwings Narrative Brainstorming
Directions: You are going to write a narrative story as if you were there when the 1906 San Francisco earthquake and fire hit. Use your resources from Unit 2 Lessons 1-5, as well as Dragonwings, to brainstorm what your narrative will be. Follow along with the following brainstorm.
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The turning point; the point of
greatest suspense or action.,

4. Falling Action

. . Action and events that
2. Rising Action occur after the climax
Events before the climax;
Character's attempt to

solve the problem, but fails.

1. Exposition
Beginning of the story
that introduces:
1. conflict

2. character

3. setting

5. Resolution

End of the story
where the conflicts
or problems are

solved.

The structure or
organization
of events that make up
a fictional story.





	Main Character Profile

	Character Name:
Nickname:
	

	Age and gender
	

	Economic status:
Wealthy, middle class, poor
	

	Hair Color and Hair Style:
	

	Clothing “Style”: 
	

	Race and Ethnicity:
	

	Strengths: 
	

	Weaknesses:
	




Draw a picture of your character below. Use detail, color, start drawing what the world looks like around them.
Plot Chart/Sequence of Events - Brainstorming:
	Plot Sequence
	Sequence of Events (What is happening?)
	Style and Craft (how are you going to show this?)

	How do we meet your character? Where does your story begin?
	
	

	What happens right before the earthquake? What is your character doing/feeling?
	
	

	What is happening leading up to the earthquake?
	
	

	Who is your character going to meet during your narrative? How does he meet them?
	
	

	What obstacles will your character face leading up to the earthquake?

	
	

	What is the climax of your narrative?
	
	

	What does your character see/feel in the immediate aftermath?
	
	

	What happens in the end? How is peace restored?
	
	

	Theme
Remember: a theme is a one sentence, life lesson that the reader will learn from reading your narrative. Provide a one sentence theme statement and explain the theme and how you will show it in your story.
	
	


Dragonwings Unit 2 - Formative #2 - Rough Draft
Your narrative should:
-follow the plot sequence of a story
-set the scene by providing a description of time and place
-establish a main character at the start of your story with a description of traits
-use multiple techniques (thoughts, dialogue, and actions) to establish a point of view for your main character
-use descriptive language to illustrate the setting and conflicts your character faces
-use correct grammar and punctuation
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Narrative Rubric (10 points)
Purpose/ Organization
	4
	3
	2
	1

	an effective plot helps to create a sense of unity and completeness
	an evident plot helps to create a sense of unity and completeness, though there may be minor flaws and some ideas may be loosely connected
	there may be an inconsistent plot, and/or flaws may be evident
	 there is little or no discernible plot or there may just be a series of events

	effectively establishes and maintains setting, develops narrator/characters, and maintains point of view* 
	adequately maintains a setting, develops narrator/characters, and/or maintains point of view*
	unevenly or minimally maintains a setting, develops narrator and/or characters, and/or maintains point of view* 
	may be brief or there is little to no attempt to establish a setting, narrator and/or characters, and/or point of view*

	consistent use of a variety of transitional strategies to clarify the relationships between and among ideas; strong connection between and among ideas
	adequate use of a variety of transitional strategies to clarify the relationships between and among ideas
	uneven use of appropriate transitional strategies and/or little variety
	few or no appropriate transitional strategies may be evident

	natural, logical sequence of events from beginning to end
	adequate sequence of events from beginning to end
	weak or uneven sequence of events
	little or no organization of an event sequence; frequent extraneous ideas and/or a major drift may be evident

	effective opening and closure for audience and purpose
	adequate opening and closure for audience and purpose
	opening and closure, if present, are weak
	opening and/or closure may be missing


Development/ Elaboration
	4
	3
	2
	1

	experiences, characters, setting and events are clearly developed
	experiences, characters, setting, and events are adequately developed
	experiences, characters, setting, and events are unevenly developed
	experiences, characters, setting, and events may be vague, lack clarity, or confusing 

	effective use of a variety of narrative techniques that advance the story or illustrate the experience
	adequate use of a variety of narrative techniques that generally advance the story or illustrate the experience
	narrative techniques are uneven and inconsistent
	use of narrative techniques may be minimal, absent, incorrect, or irrelevant

	effective use of sensory, concrete, and figurative language that clearly advances the purpose
	adequate use of sensory, concrete, and figurative language that generally advances the purpose
	partial or weak use of sensory, concrete, and figurative language that may not advance the purpose
	may have little or no use of sensory, concrete, or figurative language; language does not advance and may interfere with the purpose

	effective, appropriate style enhances the narration
	generally appropriate style is evident
	inconsistent or weak attempt to create appropriate style
	little or no evidence of appropriate style


Conventions
	2
	1

	adequate use of correct sentence formation, punctuation, capitalization, grammar usage, and spelling
	limited use of correct sentence formation, punctuation, capitalization, grammar usage, and spelling








words to describe the aftermath
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